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History of UNHRC: 

The UNHRC is fairly new, as it was created to replace its predecessor, the UN Commission of 

Human Rights. The UN Commission of Human Rights was created in 1946 following the events 

of WWII. It met for the first time in January 1947 and established a drafting committee for the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Commission started out as a small division at the 

United Nations Headquarters in the 1940’s, but later moved to Geneva and was upgraded to the 

Centre for Human rights in the 1980’s. The growth in United Nations human rights activities has 

paralleled the increasing strength of the international human rights movement since the United 

Nations General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on 10 December 

1948 which has come to be known as International Human Rights Day. The declaration strived 

to be ‘a common st0061ndard of achievement for all peoples and nations’. The declaration 

outlined basic civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights that all human beings should 

have access to. Over time, it has been accepted as the standard at which humans should be 

treated that all governments should respect. Because of the UHCHR, we have an active voice for 

human rights, and have set out what the basic standard of living should be.  

 

How is the UNHRC structured?  

The UN General Assembly elects the members that occupy the 47 seats of the UNHRC. The 

term for each seat is three years, and the maximum occupancy time is two terms. The distribution 

for the seats is based on the UN regional groups, which means that there are 13 seats for Africa, 

13 for Asia, 6 for Eastern Europe, 8 for Latin America and the Caribbean and 7 for the Western 

Europe and Others Group (WEOG). If necessary, via a two-thirds majority, can suspend the 

rights and privileges of any Council member that they feel has violated human rights during their 

term of membership., as The resolution establishing the UNHRC states that "members elected to 

the Council shall uphold the highest standards in the promotion and protection of human rights". 

The UNHRC holds regular sessions three times a year in March, June and September. At any 

time, the UNHRC can hold a special session to address human rights violations and emergencies, 

if one-third of the member states agree. So far, only 20 special sessions have been held. The 

UNHRC was made to replace the UN commission on human rights in 2006, therefore there 

haven’t been many members from each country. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

What issues have they addressed?  

The United Nations Commission on Human Rights has helped resolve countless issues over the 

70 years it has been around. The first, and possibly most notable is the Declaration of Human 

Rights created in 1948, which was regarded ‘as a common standard of achievement for all 

peoples and nations’. Although the UNHRC has only existed for a decade, it has already made 

achieved so much. Women’s rights are now acknowledged as fundamental human rights. 

Discrimination and acts of violence against women are at the forefront of the human rights 

discourse, which represents a major milestone in human rights history. There is now an 

international framework that recognizes the challenges facing migrants and their families which 

guarantees their rights and those of undocumented migrants, which will prove to be incredibly 

useful as people are constantly moving. And finally, the rights of lesbians, gays, bisexuals and 

transgender individuals have been placed on the international agenda, which represents a major 

step towards global acceptance of the LGBT community. Although these examples couldn’t 

possibly summarize all that the UNHRC has done, they provide a look at how much change has 

been brought about because of it. 

 

Background on Human Rights: 

Human rights is a concept that existed for hundreds of years, and has been discussed and debated 

for the same amount of time. Documents such as the Magna Carta (1215), the French 

Declaration on the Rights of Man and Citizen (1789), and the US Constitution and Bill of Rights 

(1791) are the foundation upon which modern day human rights documents are based on. 

Although today the United Nations is regarded as the most influential body in regards to human 

rights, it should be noted that it has some important historical antecedents. Movements focusing 

on prohibiting the slave trade and limiting the horrors of war are prime examples. In 1919, 

countries established the International Labor Organization (ILO) which represents one of the first 

organized human rights groups. Following the horrific events of WWII, human rights became a 

major priority to many countries, provoking the establishment of the United Nations, with the 

primary goal of bolstering international peace and preventing conflict. As human rights were one 

of the main goals of the United Nations, the Commission on Human rights was established to 

advance this goal. Its main goal was to draft a document outlining the meaning of the 

fundamental rights and freedoms proclaimed in the Charter. Thus, the declaration of human 

rights was created. Human rights continues to be an ongoing issue, but looking back on how far 



 
 
 
 

humanity has come in regards to human rights shows how much change can be made by working 

together. 

 

 

Background on protecting worker’s rights in developing countries:  

The rights of workers in developing countries is a very serious issue that affects people all over 

the world. Many people are protesting in third-world countries because of low-pay, unsafe work 

environment, lack of healthcare/other support, no job security, etc. And because many of the 

workers protesting are in third-world countries, the government is unable to provide aid to these 

workers, or help come up with a good solution. Another unfortunate fact about this issue, is that 

most of the workers are near or below the poverty line, and are struggling to provide for their 

families, which just makes this issue even worse. By not having equal rights for workers in 

developing countries, we are not only harming the economy of third-world countries, but we are 

also harming our global-economy, and holding ourselves back from achieving our Sustainable 

Development Goals, and providing human rights for everyone. 

 

Background on freedom of media and media bias: 

In today’s world, media is everywhere, and exposure to the media is unavoidable. From your 

TVs, cellphones, computers, subways, city streets, you name it- media is there. Because of this 

large intake of media on a daily basis, we are presented with a mass amount of information. This 

can have amazing benefits, such as informing us of current events, or raising awareness for a 

certain subject. Unfortunately, there are many risks associated with this mass intake of media. 

News companies aren’t obligated to tell the truth, and often add a bias to the news. Fake news 

websites have also began spiking in popularity, which has caused some potentially devastating 

effects, since anybody can write anything they want on the internet. Studies show that 28.6% of 

people’s main source of information regarding the 2016 US election was either social media or 

websites, which shows how influential they can be. Fake news is also suspected to have swayed 

the vote between Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton. Another study found that pro-Trump fake 

news articles received 30 million Facebook shares. By not being able to trust the media around 

us, people are lead to believe false information is true, which can have incredibly large 

consequences.  
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