
In March 2014, a group of 14 students 

from Appleby College in Ontario embarked 

on a 2 week service project with Projects 

Abroad in Mongolia. 

As service work is a big part of the 

Appleby’s program and participation in 

international service projects is highly 

encouraged, every year the school 

organizes travel tours to different 

countries around the world. Having 

already worked with Projects Abroad 

Mongolia in 2009, they thought it was 

time to return and experience another 

adventure. 

The group of volunteers included 14 

Appleby College students (all 16 years 

old) led by 2 teachers; and were placed 

at the State Orphanage, a home for over 

one hundred orphaned children ages 

from 6-18. Throughout their stay the 

students helped to teach English to the 

children at the orphanage and renovated 

a room to be used for carpentry and life 

skill lessons. They also helped to paint 

a fence outside the orphanage building 

and performed English and Mongolian 

songs, plays and dances with the local  

students.  “I think that the work we did in 

Mongolia definitely met our expectations 

and there was a nice balance between 

English teaching and construction work. 
The project allowed students to step 
outside of their comfort zone and try 
things they’ve never done before,” says 
Zeverey Harris, one of the teachers who 
chaperoned the students during their 
trip. 

She continued: “I think it was brand new 
for everybody. Nobody plastered before 
or painted. So, it was definitely nice to 
see them trying activities that they would 
not usually be exposed to at home. The 
students truly started to appreciate 
where they come from and their family 
situation. For them to see and interact 
with children at the orphanage was a very 
different experience, especially as we 
don’t have orphanages at home. It was 
great to interact with students and create 
those bounds with them.”

Aside from their mission - teaching 
English and construction work at the 
orphanage, the Appleby students were 
eager to help not only at the orphanage 
but also within the local community 
too. They gave donations to families 
including a 54-year-old single mother 
with 5 children from a disadvantaged 
background living in a very rural area of 
Ulaanbaatar. They donated food, clothes 
and school supplies.

The Appleby students’ contributions 
at the State Orphanage and to the 
Mongolian community certainly did not 
go unnoticed and Projects Abroad thanks 
them for their dedication and eagerness. 
Although only spending a short time in 
Mongolia, the students completed their 
service project with much to share: 

“I learned the 
value of having family, 
friends and a group of 
good people supporting 
you; sometimes not all 
kids have that necessarily. 
I also learned the value of 
education, because they 
were so excited and eager 
to learn English. It was 
refreshing to see how the 
kids were so enthusiastic 
about it. Everything that 
I’ve learned I am going 
to carry with me for a 
very long time. It was so 
rewarding actually seeing 
the difference we have 
made for the children.”
 Lauren Torrie

Appleby College students from Ontario gain valuable life experience 
while volunteering in Mongolia
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Apart from their service work, the students 
were also able to get involved in a lot of 
activities which gave them the opportunity 
to experience Mongolian culture first-hand 
such as making their own traditional felt 
slippers under the guidance of the life-
skills teacher at the orphanage, learning 
Mongolian folktales by doing performances 
with the children, seeing a Mongolian 
traditional concert, visiting traditional 
markets, karaoke evenings, visiting 
museums and traveling to the Chinggis 
Khan statue and Terelj National Park. 

“I definitely think that we met Appleby’s 
goal coming to Mongolia through the 
interaction with children at the orphanage, 
through the team work that Appleby 
students had to develop while working 
construction and taking leadership 
positions and having to take initiative. 
I definitely think that the goal was met. 
They learned a lot about themselves and 
others through these types of educational 
experiences,” said Ms. Zeverey Harris.

After their 2 week adventure in Mongolia, 
the students’ advice for future volunteers 
interested in coming to Mongolia would be 
to come with an open mind and not have 
too many expectations; just take things 
as they come, enjoy everything and don’t 
hold back. If you worry too much, you’re 
not going to fully experience  trip to its 
potential.

 

“I am definitely 
proud of myself. I 
feel accomplished 
that I stepped out of 
my comfort zone. I 
will definitely always 
remember this trip as 
a positive thing in my 
life that will help to 
shape who I am.”

Jessica Lobo
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“I learned the 
importance of having a friends and a 
support system. The orphans relied 
so much on their friends for support; 
I really took a step back and looked 
at the friends I have and realized how 
important they really are in my life. I’m 
always going to look back at this trip 
and how great an experience it was and 
how much fun it was.”

Breckon Young

“It was pretty impactful – just seeing 
how happy all those orphans were and sometimes 
I think to myself that I want something but I don’t 
really need it. They don’t really have much. But 
they’re just happy with what they have. I felt that 
we’re so fortunate and we always want more. The 
individual relationship between me and two kids 
I taught was so impactful. When I get back home 
I’ll still remember our time in classroom.”  

Gregory Bobesich
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“I learned that there 
are a lot of different cultures and ways of 
life that are very different from each other; 
and  I learned there is many different ways 
to do things. It was the most fun but also 
rewarding experience that I’ve ever had and 
the interaction with my group and the people 
in Mongolia was something that I’ll always 
remember.” 

D’arcy Cantlon

http://www.projects-abroad.ca/destinations/mongolia/?utm_source=GIO_vol_stories&utm_medium=email&utm_content=bottomhome_projectdetails&utm_camapaign=Appleby_College
http://www.projects-abroad.ca/destinations/mongolia/?utm_source=GIO_vol_stories&utm_medium=email&utm_content=bottomhome_projectdetails&utm_camapaign=Appleby_College
http://www.projects-abroad.ca/more-info/contact-us/?utm_source=GIO_vol_stories&utm_medium=email&utm_content=bottomhome_contactus&utm_campaign=Appleby_College
http://www.projects-abroad.ca/more-info/contact-us/?utm_source=GIO_vol_stories&utm_medium=email&utm_content=bottomhome_contactus&utm_campaign=Appleby_College
http://www.projects-abroad.ca/?utm_source=GIO_vol_stories&utm_medium=email&utm_content=bottomhome&utm_campaign=Appleby_College
http://www.projects-abroad.ca/?utm_source=GIO_vol_stories&utm_medium=email&utm_content=bottomhome&utm_campaign=Appleby_College


PROJECTS ABROAD MONGOLIA More info on Projects Abroad www.projects-abroad.ca

“I definitely think 
that it was something 
that I not only benefited 
from but I learned from. 
I feel like through pretty 
much everything we did 
I got to see something 
new, learn something 
new or speak to someone 
new that I’d never 
normally get the chance 
to speak with, if we’re 
back in Canada.”

Brooke Arkell

“This experience 
gave me a whole different 
perspective of how other 
people live their lives and 
I learned so many skills 
like team work, to come 
out of my shell and about 
community.”

Emma Tomlinson
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“I learned that no matter how much you 
contribute - something small, something big, it’s always appreciated 
by the people. No matter what you do they will always be thankful for 
what you have done. I’m really happy and glad that I joined this group. 
This journey encouraged me to be more appreciative of everything, 
take risks and try new things. There are no words to describe how 
amazing this trip was.”
Noor Alaali
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